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With three drowning deaths in the past 15 years at 
Lysterfield Lake, local government authorities have 
recognised the value of offering lifesaving programs 
to their communities, by supporting LSV to deliver 
open water learning programs for local residents. 

LSV’s General Manger Education Service, Kate 
Simpson says that past drowning deaths at this 
location highlight the importance of equipping 
students with skills to enjoy their local environments 
safely. 

“We find that cost is often a barrier for schools to 
participate in outsourced programs, so accessing 
community grants enables us to subsidise costs and 
attract more schools to participate in our vital life 
saving programs.” 

Earlier this year, with support from the City of Casey 
Community Grants Program, LSV delivered the Open 
Water Learning Experience program at Lysterfield 
Lake for 240 local students, at a heavily subsidised 
fee. 

Cranbourne East Primary School teachers were 
impressed with the day, saying: “It was a fantastic 
experience for students and a fun way to learn life-
long skills”. 

Yarra Ranges Council has offered further support to 
deliver the subsidised program at Lysterfield Lake to 
local schools and community groups in Term 4 2015. 
To enquire or book for your school, contact LSV’s 
Education Team on 9676 6940 
or education@lifesavingvictoria.com.au.    

In Melbourne’s Western Suburbs, support from The 
Club, Caroline Springs, has enabled LSV to deliver 
the Sink or Swim – Meet a Lifeguard classroom 
program to over 1500 students within the City of 
Melton.   

The whole of Melton South Primary School was able 
to participate, and provided feedback that its students 
were highly engaged and came away with much 
improved water safety knowledge.  

 

 

 

 

 

Further funding from The Club, Caroline Springs has 
also supported delivery of the Open Water Learning 
Experience at Melton Waves Leisure Centre. 

LSV Coordinator – Aquatic Education Services Laura 
Parkins says that when conducted in a pool 
(especially one with waves, like Melton), LSV’s 
instructors are able to adapt activities to simulate an 
open water environment.  

So far the program has been delivered to 88 students 
from Gilson College, with further places still available 
to deliver the program to one or two more groups – 
for more information, contact the Education Team on 
9676 6940 or education@lifesavingvictoria.com.au.    
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